Here is what simson had to say:  Pappy, I apologize for the teasing!  After taking the pics, I realized that the first posted one looked realistic like a snake. The kinda 'blind' scale looks like an eye and a line like a mouth. So I couldn't resist …, sorry for your afford moving that thread and redoing!  Having much trouble with the HLD bow buildalong since some time, I wanted to have a positive feeling about a finished bow. Having always a bunch on the bench, I crapped this one and put on the last coat. Hope you like it too.  This was a never ending story, lasting now over two years. It started as an experimental project to see what is possible with osage/sinew and what is the right ratio. I did several sinew layers on that, in between the bow was shot and tillered and retillered and so on. But now I call it finished!  The stave needed several times heat correcting, also twist (horrible!) correcting until the string was nearly in line. This bow has single kerf nocks cut in the same side (not opposing) – not for looks, but to bring the string in the correct position.  This piece has lot of character, snakey and sideward changing crown on the back. Layout is a symmetrical, bend through the handle, static recurve.  Length is only 56”, recurves are steamed in, sinew is all ostrich (from the pet shop!).  The last layer is applied as heavy crown, I estimate the ratio 1:3 (sinew/osage). Sinew wrappings are under the nocks and in the handle area, to prevent popping off.  Handle is upholstered with a strip of leather for more comfort, hemp wrap is particularly dyed in matching colors of the skins. The skins are glued on with TBIII and now finished with shellac and a few coatings of hardoil. Arrow pass is stingray leather.  Let me hear your estimations about the drawweight! Tip: it's 41/16 mm midlimb, mass is 682grams.  Bow can be drawn to 28”.  I post a force draw curve in a few days.  Now enjoy!

Simson does it again with a Self BOM of the month win.  This is what he had to say:This bow is 59” ntn, HLD (hollow limb design).  Take down with homemade sleeves, one tip is wrapped, one filed selfnock.  String is 6 strands 452X, thickened at the ears with B50.

A buildalong is here: http://www.primitivearcher.com/smf/index.php/topic,41217.0.html

Asymmetrical bow, the two parts of the take down are the same length.

